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Deutsche Welle: We’re joined today in the studio by Marty Castro, president of Castro Synergies, a 

consultancy for companies and NGOs, who is also attending the conference currently taking place 

here in Berlin that we just saw. Mr Castro, many thanks for coming in today. Can other countries 

learn from Germany about how to keep historical memory alive? 

Castro: Yes, precisely because Germany has many historical memorial sites. It also has museums to 

remember what happened in the Holocaust. All this has been built up over a long period of time. And 

then you have places like Latin America where this is a recent development. We need to compare the 

two situations to see how we can create a global force to continue the fight against mass atrocities 

because they are currently occurring in various countries. We say “never again”, but these are just 

empty words if we don’t do something today to stop atrocities.  

Deutsche Welle: You’re completely right. We are witnessing the resurgence of the extreme right here 

in Germany. I heard that you were in Buenos Aires this year, where you visited the ESMA human 

rights memorial site. How do the Argentinians deal with the topic of the military dictatorship? 

Castro: The Global Diplomacy Lab currently taking place in Berlin met in Buenos Aires, and now in 

Berlin, with the aim of trying to help ESMA, the museum, as well as the memorial site centre where 

people were tortured and Argentinians were killed or forcibly disappeared at the hands of their 

government. People are now trying to raise the impact of the museum and to find creative ways to 

educate the following generation so that it too can combat atrocities against humanity. And the 

examples here in Germany are good examples for us as regards making comparisons, as Germany has 

been working on this topic for a very long time and the topic has evolved here. It is still very recent in 

Latin America. Some of the visitors to ESMA museum are victims of torture. It is all still very vivid for 

them because there are people who go to this place and feel the terror of what they experienced. 

Deutsche Welle: The museum is trying to keep this memory alive in order to educate the next 

generations. What can we do to ensure this message reaches young people? 

Castro: What we’re discussing here in Berlin at the Global Diplomacy lab with various people, 

including the director of ESMA, involves not only making suggestions on how the museum can 

increase its impact, but also drawing up a plan of various joint projects, such as perhaps even setting 

up an international organisation to combat these crimes against humanity. 

Deutsche Welle: How can we help these memorials and museums if they are not officially 

recognised? 

Castro: It’s very important to have official recognition. For example, ESMA in Argentina has 

government support and funding. Here in Germany, the Government also provides funding and 

support, but in cases where this didn’t exist, it was the public who demanded that the government 

recognised the past. People want to see recognition, truth and ultimately justice. 

Deutsche Welle: Who is taking part in this conference here in Berlin? 

Castro: A hundred professionals are attending the lab – career diplomats and unofficial diplomats like 

myself. We come from various professions. I’m a lawyer, but there are artists, writers, doctors, 

ambassadors and trainees. We meet twice a year at international level to discuss various topics. Last 



year we discussed immigration; this time we are addressing the topic of atrocities; and next year 

we’re going to discuss Chicago, where I live. We’re going to try to resolve or suggest solutions to the 

violence we are experiencing in Chicago. 

Deutsche Welle: Many thanks, Marty Castro, president of Castro Synergies, for joining us. 

Castro: Thank you.   

 


